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During these last years an increasing number of Journals and International 
Conferences, dedicated to the many different aspects and applications of Combina- 
torial Theories, have been held in the world. This is an important and clear sign of the 
great interest for the progress in this wide area of Mathematics. To-day combinatorial 
methods are used with great advantage in several diverse branches of Pure and 
Applied Mathematics. 
This volume contains a collection of selected and refereed papers, based on the 
conference on and presentations given at 'COMBINATORICS 92' held in Acireale 
(Catania, Italy) from 6 to 13 September 1992. 
This conference was the latest in a series of international meetings on the area of 
Discrete and Combinatorial Mathematics, held in Italy in the recent past (Rome 81 
and 83, Mendola 82 and 86, Bari 84, Ravello 88, Gaeta 90, Catania 86 and 89). 
The participants to 'Combinatorics 92' numbered about 200 and represented 
more than 25 nationalities. The invited lectures have been published in 'LE 
MATEMATICHE'  XLVII (1992), II. 
The subjects covered by this volume, the contributed papers, concern recent 
developments in Pure and Applied Combinatorics, with its connections to Geometry 
and Algebra; in particular, the subjects are: Graph Theory, Hypergraphs, Buildings, 
Benz Planes, Galois Geometries, Design Theory, Generalized Quadrangles, Code 
Theory, Algebraic Hyperstructures. 
We are indebted to the University of Catania and to the Italian CNR for their 
financial support. We are also profoundly grateful to the referees for their important 
assistance. 
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